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| Fox 1MPOSING ON 
ch of his Majeſty's Subjects as are charitably inclin'd ; 


B Y 


tending to be DEAF and Dums, and coun- 
WO __— Cc DrSORDERz 2 


0 " en (pied By which Means | 
acquired hrveral conſiderable Sus of Money. 


General 3 Seſſions of the Peace, holden for our Sovereign 
d the King, by Adjournment, at St. Margaret 's-Hill, Southwark, 


On Mon pv, FEBRUAR the 19th 1759. 


in Short-Hand by Tous GuxNEv, with the 
Permiſſion of the Worſhipful Bench of Juſtices. 
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| LON DO: 
| for M. Cooper, at the Globe in Paternofter-row; 1759. [Price 3 d.] 
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Rich AR DñSON, Kut. Chair- 
man, WILLIAd CLARE, Eſq; 
Tzomas Dawson, Eſq; and others 
their Fellow Juſtices, aſſigned to 
keep the Peace in the County of 
Jury; and allo to hear and deter- 
nine divers Felonies, Treſpaſſes, 
ad other Miſdemeanors committed 


n the ſaid County. 


Ben Sir WILLIAM 


Themas Mitchel, late of the Pa- 
th of Lambeth in the County of 
durry, Labourer, was indicted, for 
hit he, on the 15th Day of Jan. 
In the Thirty-ſccond Year of the 
Reign of our Sovereign Lord George 
the Second, King of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, &c. being a 
boſe, idle, and diſorderly Perſon, 
wt minding and intending to get 


A L 


F 


THOMAS MITCHEL, 


For obtainin divers large Sums of Money from ſeveral of 
his Maielty's charatable Subjects, by falſe Pretences. 


his Livelihood by honeſt Labour 
and Induſtry, but craftily and ſub- 
tily intending to impoſe on ſuch of 
his Majeſty's liege Subjects as are 
charitably inclined, did hold in his 
right Hand, and expoſe, a Paper 
Writing, in the common Highway, 
purporting, that he, the ſaid Tho- 
mas, was afflicted with the Palſy, 
and was deaf and dumb ; by means 


"whereof he did impoſe on divers of 


his Majeſty's Subjects, although he 
neither was .deaf nor dumb, nor 
afflicted with the Palſy; he did 
obtain and get into his Hands and 
Poſſeſſion, divers large Sums, of 
Money, the Property of divers Sub- 
jects of the ſaid Lord the King, under 
falſe pretences, &c. to which he 
pleaded pot Guilty. 


The 


41 


The Jury Sworn. 


John Jackſon Richard Nixon 
William Morgan | John Parker 
Richard Molding | John Hide 
Richard Hitchcock | Benjamin Barnard 
Matthew Eliot John Colcomb 
Thomas Rowley | Job Seal, | 


Mr. William Watherfton Sworn. 


IVather/ion, Jam a Conſtable, and 
hve at the Cown Alehouſe, near 
Wellminſter-Bradge, Lambeth, on 
Sunday the 14th of Jan. laſt, the 
Worſhipful Milliam Clark Eſq; 
(now upon the Bench) ſtopped at 
my Houſe, ' in his Coach, and 
told me he had ſeen a Man on the 
Road, in St. George's-Frelds, which 
he ſtrongly ſuſpected to be an Im- 
poſtor, and ordered me to go and 
take him up, and carry him to his 
Houſe againſt his Return. I went 
into the Fields, and there I ſaw the 
Priſoner ; near him was an old Wo- 
man ſat ſelling Apples. I went to 
her, and ſaid to her, pray Miſtreſs 
be ingenuous with me, and let me 
know in what Manner this Man 
comes here. She ſaid, Sir, he comes 
here as ſtill as any Man in England, 
meaning ſtill from ſhaking. He im- 
mediately looks round him, and drops 
on his Knees, then out comes his 
Board, which he puts into his left 
Hand, and then he begins to ſhake. 

2. In what Condition did he ap- 
pear? | 


Matberſton. His right Hand and 
Head ſhook confiderably, as if much 
affficted with the Palſy; he had 
much Froth and Filth came con. 
tinually from his Mouth, on + dirty 
Rag that was flung under his Chin ; 
he had a Pair of Plaid. Garters tied 


over his Forehead, and round he- 


hind his Head, then brought for- 


Ward and faſtened near his Tem- 


ples with a runing Bowling; one 
End came through his right Hand 


Shirt Sleeve, and by being faſtened 


to his Wriſt, 1 obſerved his Head 
and that Hand kept Motion toyether, 
I talked to him, he made me nv An- 
ſwer. I took hold of him, and pul- 
led him, but could not make him 
ſpeak, move, or any thing ele. 
Then I took a great Stick which he 
had, and ſtruck him twice; hee {hill 
continued ſhaking, but made no 
Anſwer. He had this Board in his 
left Hand; (producing a Boerd i 
the Form of a Hornbock, with a Paper 
Writing paſted on it.) 


It is read in Court : 


4 Dear good Chriſtians, | hope 


« you will conſider my Mis fortune, 


« for I was born deaf and dumb 
“ in the Army Thirty-ſeven Year's 
« ago; my Father was killed in the, 
« Army on the Sea, and about the 
% ſame Time it pleaſed God to ar 
e flict me with the Pally. 


1661 hope 


„hope in God that you nor 
puts may never meet with the 
« ike Misfortune, being born on 
« the Sea, ſo that I have no Friend, 
gor no Pariſh, nor no Friends to 
« help me; I am obliged to travel 
# for my Bread, and I hope that 
« you will take ſome Pity on me, 
through the Blefling of our Lord 
« and Saviour. Amen. 


* 
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Watherflone. I obſerved his right 
d Hand was held out, being faſtened 
d b to his Head by his Garters, that 


de could not put it down fo as to 
kung down ſtraight with his Body, 
wleſs the Garter broke or his Head 
ame off. 1 took my Knife and 
ot the Garter, then his Hand would 
ll down ; and I obſerved his Head 
ad Hand did not keep Time toge- 
der ſo exact as before, for by the 
Ve of the Garter, the moving of 
bis Hand, moved his Head at the 
kme Time as before; by this Time 
ficre came People about us, I charg'd 
dem with him, while I went to 
Mr. Kidwell a Gardener in Lambeth 
Marſh to borrow a Wheelbarrow. 
| got one, and we got the Priſoner 
n it, for he would not walk, and 
ve wheeled him to Mr. Clark's, he 
Ws not returned, I had him in at 
M. vibley's at the White Horſe. When 
Cart returned, from Church he 
> me if I had brought the Man, 

ad I had, and his Coach too. 


D 


iO © „re 
- 
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9. Was any Method made uſe 
of to open his Mouth ? 

Watherſton. Yes. I got two Men to 
hold his Head, and I by forcing his 
Cheeks in, did with great Difficulty 
get his Mouth open ; there I ſaw his 
Tongue doubled back. We ſaw 
there was a compleat Tongue, in 
his Mouth alſo I found two Pieces 
of hard Soap, one on each Side of 
his Mouth, by which Means he had 
made a great dea! of Froth and 
Filth iſſue from his Mouth. I 
ſearched him, and found a long yel- 
low Purſe on him, it was empty; 
I found three Shillings and three 
Farthings which he had collected in 
about two Hours Time, which I 


gave to his Coachmen that wheeled 
him along. 


Priſoner. I had no Soap in my 
Mouth. 


Matberſtone. He would not ſpeak 
yet, then I took a Lancet from my 
Pocket, and went to .bleed him on 
his right Arm (or at leaſt to make 
him believe ſo) but he ſnatched it 
away quick, although he pretended 
to have no Uſe of it; alſo when I 
was going to borrow the Wheelbar- 
row, I ſaid to a Gentleman try him 
if he will take any thing in his 
right Hand, the Gentleman went 
and gave him a Penny in his right 
Hand, which he with the fame. 
Hand very rcadily put into his Pocket. 

B When 


When his Money lay on the Table 
in the Alehouſe, I ſaid to him had 
not you better take this Money now 


and go about your Buſineſs; he turn- 


ed his Head, and looked very wiſh- 
fully at me, but did not attempt to 
go. Then ] went into another Room, 
and after I was gone, he claped his 
Elbow on the Table; and laid his 
Head on his Hand, and was as till 
from ſhaking as poſſible, the Juſtice 
ordered me to wheel him to Bride- 
well; I with Aſſiſtance did, and when 
he was in his Coach again he catched 
faſt hold on each Side with his Hands, 
fearing he ſhould be turned over, 
when we got him there, he walked 
in very well, I went to him after- 
wards when he was in Bridewell, and 
aſked him what he got a Day by this 
Buſineſs ; he faid he uſed when he 
went out on his Dumb Flatt, which 
was the Term he gave it, to get 
about three half Crowns a Day 
one Day with another, but Sundays 
uſed to be his beſt Days; he hthere 
told me there is another Man 
which goes out upon what he cal- 
led the Dead Lay, that goes about 


with Pictures to ſell, and when in 
a Place that would ſerve his Purpoſe, 


would fall down in Fits, and ſham 

them ſo well, that People would 

give him Money, by which he got 

a good Livelihood, I gave him three 

_ for his Intelligence and left. 
im. | 


(6) 


after, his Worſhip ordered me to T 
to Bridewell to the Priſoner to tec 


Mr. Richard Andrews Sworn, 


Richard bear. I am Clerk t 
Mr. Clark. On the Tueſday Morning 


if I could make bim ſpeak or not 
I went to him and aſked him if h 
could ſpeak he made Motions wit! 
his Hands and Es, as if he wa 
imploring Mercy, and began to drib 
ble at his Mouth, I loudly told him 
if he could ſpeak he muſt, or he 
would be whiped, he ſtill continue 
in his Obſtinacy, there was a Mu 
in the Room who called himſelf ; 
Farrier, he put his Fingers in his 
Mouth, and ſaid he had a very fait 
Tongue, he ſtill continued ſpcech 
leſs; in about aQuarter of an Hour he 
crawled from one Block to another, 
at laſt he fell down on one Knee 
then the other, then took off his Hate 
and ſtill made Motions. I aid if you 
will ſtill continue obſtinate, I ſhall 
ſtand with you no longer, you mull 
be whip'd ; when he ſaw the Man 
preparing to whip him, then he cry 
out (for God Almighty's Sake tor 
give me, I will never do ſo no more 
I amvery hungry, ) after I had brovghl 
him to his Speech, a Man that was 
by, ſaid D n your old Blood, 

ve me the Money you have t 
of me, for you have had many 
Penny of my Money; then be 


d 


b walk and talk as well as 
Man there. I gave him two 
and aſked him where he was 
he ſaid on the Sea; I exa- 
ied him pretty cloſely, and aſked 
; where he was brought up, he 
by a Nurſe that took Care of 
Mother while on. board a Ship. I 


it the Place of his Birth, and 
him you muſt be whip'd till 
have told me the Place where 
was born, for as you have here- 
x: impoſed on the Publick, you 
now impoſing on me; I gave 
Time to conſider of it, and with- 
for about a Quarter of an Hour, 
went to him a ſecond Time, 
at laſt ſaid he was born at 
len in Wilſhire, and that there 
Father was an Inhabitant. I aſked 
what Town lay near to Chilton, 
ad it is about a Mile off one 
tof Hungerford; he farther ſaid 
tad a Brother living there now, 


be Black Swan in Caſtle Street 
Reading in Berkſhire, there 1 
ght hear of him. 1 aſked him 
lit the Perſon's Name was that 
It the Black Swan; he ſaid his 
me was Anthony Rawlins. I ex- 
Med him as to the Uſe of his 
ter that was faſtened to his Head, 


| ned to his Wriſt ; he told me 


IM his Head and Hand together, 


{ him Abundance of Queſtions, 


| that if I inquired for his Brother 


went dowry under his Shirt and 


Was to keep a regular Motion. 


(FRE: . 


and faid his Neck was ſore and 
raw. with the Motion of the Garter.” 
I aſked him what he generally 
made per Day, and which wereyhis 
beſt Days, he faid Sundays were his 
beſt Days, and that he generally 
made five, ſix or ſeven Shillings per 
Day. I aſked him if he had ever 
been taken up before for practiſing 
in this Sort, he ſaid about two Years 
ago he had been taken up by the 
Pariſh Officers in Hanover Square, 
and committed to Tathil-fields Bride- 
well, that there he continued nine 
Days, during which Time he did 
not ſpeak nor eat as any Body could 
perceive, and kept moving his Head 
and Hand as he had done when 
taken up in St. George's Fields ; that 
the Officers thought him a real Ob- 
ject of Pity, and diſcharged him, 
and gave him ſomething. 


9. 70 Priſoner. Will you aſk this 
Evidence any Queſtions. - 


Priſoner. J will aſk him if he will 
forgive me this Time. 


Mr. Andrews, the Priſoner told 
me he lodged'at one ep King s 
in Kent-ſtreet. - 


 Foſeph King Sworn. 


Joſeph King. I keep the Fe! in 
Kent-ſireet Southwark. 
© 2. Do you know the Priſoner ? 
; | King. 


King. 1 do, he has lodged in that 
Street at one Houſe or another for- 
or 10 Years. 

J, Could he peak when he lodg'd 

with you? 
King. Yes, hecould ſpeaks: as'well 
as you, pleaſe your Worſhip, he 
uſed to go out in the Morning and 
come Home on Nights. 

2. Did not you know that hewent 
about as an Impoſtor ? 

King. No, he went out in the 
Morning and came Home at Night, 
and when he had nothing to do that 
Way, he uſed to carry Coals for me, 
(I fell Coals) and dig in the Garden, 
and do what I had to do. 

Did not you know during the 
Time that he lodg'd with you, that 
he went out with this Board that is 
here 
Money by theſe Pretences? 

King. I never mbar that * till 
this Day. 

. Did you never meet him in 
the Streets or Roads? | 
| King. No never in my Life. 

Did he uſe to live well at N 
when he came Home? 

King. He could eat ewoTwopenny 

Loaves for Supper. 
+. B, Had he generally Plenty of 
Money at his Return thoſe Days 
when he went out, as you fay in the 
Morning? 

King. He uſed to pay me in Half- 
pence. 

9. Do you keep a Publick Houle? 

King. 


Chandler's Shop. 


produced, in Order to get 


you by, 


for? 


No, I do not. I keep a 
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9. Did he uſe at his Return 


Night, to in a Fowl ora 
17 of — 4 n 

King. He would go out and} 
p Hoge Face or Chitterlins, and ſuc 
like Food, I never knew him bri 
Fowls Home. | 

2, Did he never Home go, 
Mutton and Lamb 25 : 

N I never knew that he did 

2, What Name did he go by? 

Ring. He went by the Name 
Slabbering Tom; he ſent me a Note 
a Woman out of Bridewell, » 
defired me to ſend him ſome Thin 
then I faid I'd ſend no ſuch Scou 
drels any thing, and I did not ſe 
him a Farthing's worth 

Do you know who wrote ü 
Board * 
 King., No, I do not. 

9. What Name did he ſend 
j\ when in Bridewel! ! 

King. He ſent by the Name 
Thomas Mitchel. 

What did he ſend to 


King. He ſent to me for Br 
and Butter, and a Knife and For 
* Priſoner. I did intend with ö 
Money I got that Sunday, to 
a Jack Aſs, and never follow ' 
no more. : 0\ 


Mr. Joſhua Ellis Sworn. 
Mr. Ellis. L having {cen the Pri 


on the Road ſeveral Times, . 


ply in 4 deplorable Condition, and 
boked upon him with an Eye of 
Pity, and uſed to think it was a 
Hirdhip on him, that the Pariſh: to 
hich he belonged, did not provide 
x him, I ſeveral Times have re- 
ered him, but on hearing there 


oBridewell, I - went there to fee if 
ke was the Man. I begged of the 
tervant there to let me ſee the Man 
at was committed as an Impoſ- 
ure, He ſhew'd me to the Pri- 
wer; 1 ſaid to him, are you the 
1 that was at ſuch a Place ſuch 
Dy. Yes Iam, he ſaid. I faid 
anmot think how you could be- 
e in this Manner. I ſaid, let me 
t thoſe Things you had on on the 
nd, a ſlabbering Bib, and Things 
& about your Head, and let me fee 
"at it, and by that I ſhall be- 
dye you are the Man; he fell down 
tone Knee, and fell to ſhaking his 
ad and right Hand, 'and did 'it 
had ſeen before: Then I ſaid 
u are a vile Dog, I could not 
e thought it; I faid pray what 
Wit you make a Week of it, he 
ul ſometimes Eighteen, ſometimes 
venty Shillings, and ſometimes 
Wteen, I ſaid it is a brave Trade, 
et me ſee you ſlabber genteel- 
« * wy = do; he began and 
. 1 faid, they ſay you put 8 

four Mouth 2 be did 2 ay he 
\ neither did he deny it, I told 


% 0ne in his Condition committed 


Ee) 5 - 


him he was as well able to work as 
I was, and it was a Pity he had not 
been detected ſooner, and left him. 
Priſoner. I did not flabber. 
Ellis. He told me he would never 
do { no more. 
 Prifoner. That I did ſay. | 
Watherſton. I believe the Priſoner 
can tell who wrote the Board for 
him, if he pleaſes. = 
Priſoner. If I was to be racked to 
Pieces, I cannot tell who wrote it. 
Ellis. I aſked him how he came 
to learn to act this Shaking ſo, and 
wagle his Head, he told me an old 
Man in the Country learned him. 
Priſoner. No, it was an old Sai- 
lor that taught me. | 
Mr. Andrews. The Priſoner told 
me it was an old Soldier in the Ar- 
my that taught him. One Circum- 
ſtance I have omitted, which I be 
leave to mention now : When j 
came to Bridewell, I was told they 
had watched him through a ſecret 
Place, and faw him fit ftill from 
Shaking, when he imagined no Bo- 
dy ſaw him; and when he heard 
any thing move, or as he thought, 
People coming towards him, he 
would begin and ſhake as before : 
Alfo, when he found I was deter- 
mined to make him ſpeak, if poſ- 
ſible, he made Signs to give me to 


underſtagd that he was broken 


body d. 
( 


C , Pri- 


\ 


Priſoner's Defence. 
; Forgive: me this one Time, and 
| will never do the like again while 


I have Breath in my Body; I will 
go to work. for any Body that will 


emple me. e 1 
Have you any Body to your 
Character? | | 1 4 


Priſoner. 1 have not. 


„— 
— 


10 ] 


they immediately brought hin 


After Sir Witham Richardſon 
ſum d up the Evidence to the 


Guilty, and he received Sentence 

ſtand an Hour each Day, for t 

Market Days, with his Neck in 

Pillory, to be impriſoned for t 

N and to pay a Fine of 
1 5 72 


* * — © 


1 Jul publiſbed, Price bound 8 . 
. (The Third Edition corrected) 


BRACHYGRAPHY: 


0 R | 
SHORT-WRITING 


Made eaſy to the, meaneſt Capacity: 
The Perſons, Moods and Tenſes, being com- 
priſed in ſuch a Manner, that little more than 

the e of the Alphabet is required to 

the writing Hundreds of Sentences in leſs Time 
than ſpoken. : 
The Whole is founded on ſo juit'a Plan, that it is 
wrote with greater Expedition than any yet in- 
© vented, and likewiſe may be read with the 
greateſt Eaſe. os 1 


Improved (after upwards of Thirty-ſeven Years 


Practice and Experience) 


mT GO UOEAWST, 
N. B. The Book is a ſufficient Inſtructor of it- 
ſelf; but if any difliculty ſhould ariſe, the Pur- 
Chaſer, by applying to the Author, may depend 
upon all proper Athffance, without any further 
Expence, | 
Sold by the Author, at his Houſe in Chris. 
Church Pariſh, Surrey; and by the Bookſellers in 
Town and Country. * 
Note, We whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed 


having learned the above Method of Short-Hand 


Coal Warehouſe, Swallow Street ; Joon F 


by the Book only, declare, that we find. it 
adapted in a moſt conciſe and intelligible M 
ſo as to be eaſily attained by a common Cap 
and that it can be wrote with the greateſt 
neſs, and read with equal eaſe at any diſta 
Time. | Nevertheleſs, in regard to the A 
and for encouraging the Spread of ſo uſeſ 
pleaſant an Art, if any Purchaſer ſhoald 6 
leaſt: difficulty in his progreſs, therein, 
ready to forward ſuch a one, on applicat, 
either of us, &c. 

Jaac Harman, on the Narrow Wall, Lon 
William Cbinnery, junior, at the Globe and 
Chancery Lane; Frederick Miller, at Mr. | 


at Mr. Buckland's Bookſeller, Patcriofler N 
TFofiah Lewis, the Corner of Barnas; Street, * 
Street, Southewark ; and Joſeph Del, at the Ce 
ſhop, facing Prince's Street, Oxford Road. 


' Alſo a complete Apparatus to the f rſt prine 
cf che art of uoxT-Hax -W Aι⁰])αν the 
conſiſting of but TIA TYSIX CHARACTERS, 
thoſe ſo eaſily adapted to the Occ an o 
mow PRAc rie, that a few Hours Applica 
will render them perfectly familiar and recu 
to general Uſe ; chiefly intended for the U 
thoſe who have not Leiſure t6 attend to the © 
Rules laid down ĩn the former Boo. Price 24 


